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In 2006 Townsend Consultancy Ltd carried out a joint research project for the Specialist 
Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT) and NIACE (National Institute of Adult and Con-
tinuing Education). 
 
This research project culminated in the publication of Adult Learning in Specialist Schools 
Planning for Effective Practice ISBN 1-905150-63-6 The author of this publication is 
Jenny Townsend who is the Director of Townsend Consultancy Ltd. 
 
Audience 
This publication was written for the following audience: 
Senior leaders in schools; FE and community organisations; Community and Extended 
schools sections at the DfES, national and local learning and skills councils; and local au-
thorities. 
 
Aims 

To provide examples of good practice in offering and transforming adult learning through 
specialist schools’ community plans, and case studies of effective practice in adult learn-
ing; to demonstrate how good, innovative practice in adult learning can be replicated in 
other specialist schools. 
 
This publication outlines examples of good practice in adult learning which have been  
developed through the community element of specialist schools.  The publication includes 
recommendations for the future development of adult learning in specialist schools. 
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